Video Production Tips, Get more Bang for your Buck!
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As budgets continue to be an ever increasing factor for corporate video and event production services, we have found some cost effective ways to provide more “bang for the buck”. Here are some quick tips :

1. Provide a bigger return on your client’s investment: Before preparing a budget or schedule for a video project, determine with your client if there are other ways to use the footage in conjunction with the main project, ie clips on their website, blogs, use as a PR tool, trade show tool, etc.  Encourage your client to talk to other departments within the organization to see if they might have any needs.-if they do, then you can capture all the footage at one time. It’s also a good way to spread the budget among various groups.

2. Shoot client testimonial footage at your next client event: How often do we hear clients wishing that they had some client testimonial footage on their products or services, but they don’t want to incur the expense of traveling around to various locations to shoot? We suggest to our clients that they invite their guests to be part of a video shoot at a client summit, client advisory board meeting, trade show or other event.

This is a more cost effective way to shoot a lot of footage in a short time period.  Clients are usually very willing to make time to participate, if given the questions in advance and a set schedule.  We have also found that their interviews provide insight for our clients 

3. Award Show Video- Make your top award winners feel special -create a 1 minute video for the presentation of your #1 sales rep or manager award. This can simply be shot the day before the event, at the hotel or facility where the event takes place, and edited in a few hours.  Interview key executives, as well as peers and ask one question: “What does it take to be the #1 sales rep at _______(name of company).?” It’s a cost effective way to make the presentation special and more enjoyable!

4. Use pre-produced videos and customize them for your clients. 

This is a great way to save money, while still providing a nice opening or closing to an event.  Once you know the theme of the event, then you can look for pre-produced videos that will work within that theme.

5 Inexpensive stock footage website. We all know how expensive

stock footage can be,-using 4-5 clips can really increase your budget. Many of you may not be aware of www.pond5.com- this website has inexpensive stock footage that can, in many cases, meet your requirements.  Although the footage may not be as high quality or have as many options as some of the better known sites, we have found it to be very helpful for certain projects.
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